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The Moon Jar
Architectural symbol of Korea Pavilion

Hansik, Food for the Future: 
You are What You Eat

Everyone has a type of food that he or she enjoys. The countless different types of 
food based on one’s culture, environment and preference make it hard to even 
distinguish among them. Now, we wish to ask a question to our visitors: “How will 
you eat? What will you eat? How long can it be sustained?” The reason for this 
question is that the food we eat everyday sustains our bodies, propels our lives 
and forms the cultures we belong to.

The architecture of the Korea Pavilion was inspired by the design of a moon jar,  
traditional Korean ceramic porcelain. The name comes from its moon-like shape 
and milky-white color. Ceramic traditions transformed grain bowls into these 
beautiful celadon and porcelain pieces. The curvature and subtle accents lend 
to the overall feeling of simplicity and harmonious balance with the surrounding 
environment. While the Expo Milano site has been designed with a Decumanus-
inspired Roman geometric structure, the Korea Pavilion has been planned with 
an organic traditional Korean shape. In this way it conveys a message of harmony 
between East and West.

The theme of the emblem is based on the traditional earthenware vessel called 
onggi, the idea and the shape of which is reflected through the architecture of the 
building. Obangsaek, the five traditional colors of Korea, is also used to express the 
importance of establishing harmony and balance with nature.
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The Korea Pavilion will address various food-related  
issues that mankind is currently facing. Discussing 
these issues will help increase awareness and offer 
a direction to a reliable solution.

“Which foods should be selected
for sustainable consumption in the future?”

The first exhibit addresses problems concerning contemporary eating habits and 
culinary culture. The exhibition focuses on the food crisis that we face today by 
expressing through artworks the problems caused by overeating, the consistent 
over-production of processed foods and the depletion of food resources.

1. What Our Bodies Tell Us 

The last exhibition venue, “Hansik: Food for the Future,” is the exhibit that conveys 
the value of Hansik as a resource and future food of the earth. Utilizing a landscape of 

refreshing greenery surrounding a huge circular hall of 16 meters in diameter, it enables 
visitors to view Hansik as a nature-friendly and sustainable food of the future that is based 

on scientific grounds. The Korea Pavilion offers all visitors the opportunity to look back on 
their culinary culture through these exhibits and share ideas about the future of food.

3. Hansik: Food for the Future

RESTAURANT & 
SOUVENIR SHOP

We welcome you to taste Hansik we suggest as an alternative food for the future. Come 
explore a wealth of natural ingredients and unique seasonings. Hansik is a modern take 
on traditional dishes - a new twist on the old school of wisdom. Dishes are lighter and 
more experimental, offering diners a great deal of diversity. We have three exclusive 
varieties: harmony, healing and health.
Take our tradition home with you to learn more how Hansik can help you live a longer 
and healthier life! We offer a wealth of memorable keepsakes to help further your 
understanding of Korea’s unique food culture and heritage.

Hansik

EVENT & PERFORMANCE

Korean food and culture festivals are set to be held during the period of the Expo. On 
Korea Day(June 23) and during Korea week(June 22–26), traditional Korean perfor-
mances and modern performances, such as K-pop and B-boying, will be shown in 
the Expo site and downtown Milano. Networking events to be held once a month at 
the restaurant of the Korea Pavilion will provide an opportunity for a more friendly 
approach to Korean food, as well as a fresh review of its merits. We have arranged 
the events in order to help visitors enjoy Korean food and its interconnected culture 
through various cultural activities, while sharing concerns and ideas about healthy 
food for humankind with people from all over the world.

Korea Day, 23rd of June
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2. Hansik: Ask and Tradition Shall Answer

“Symphony of Food: Balance” is an exhibit which 
symbolically illustrates the healthiness and harmonious 
composition of Hansik, which consists of all the elements, 
including the seasons, colors, and ingredients.
A multimedia show here portrays the notion of harmony, 
and the moving screen and floor are utilized to show the 
balance of foods and sum of all objects in nature.

“Science of Time: Fermentation” is an exhibit made with 
a huge earthenware vessel called onggi. Fermentation, 
the scientific characteristic of Hansik that includes the 
process of disintegration and synthesis of new ingredients 
through the formation and activity of yeast, is produced and 
illustrated on a large sphere. 

Organizers

EXPO MILANO 2015

“Wisdom of the Earth: Storage” produces the ambience 
of the venue. Onggi,  used to be buried underground, as 
its porous material allows it to “breathe,” something 
reminiscent of all living entities. Onggi represents
the wisdom of Koreans through Korea’s traditional 
preservation science of absorbing the life-giving
energy of the earth and also preserving solar 
energy.
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